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Volume Three: Specific Built Heritage Objectives

Sunday's Well
Proposed Architectural Conservation Area

B
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Old City Gaol

Saint Vincent’s RC Church

Former Good Shepherd Convent

Saint Albert’s

Boundary of Area
Sunday's Well is an area located on the steep south-facing slope of the north ridge of the city,
overlooking the eastern side of the city centre. It can be seen as a full residential suburb with subareas clustered around a linear street running east west, located half way up the slope and containing
local village services, church, education, shops and pubs set into a mix of older and newer houses,
generally orientated towards the south.
It is bounded to the south by the escarpment of the flood plain of the North Channel of the River Lee,
on the north by the rear boundaries of houses on Blarney St., to the east by the older streets off Shandon
St. and Blarney St. and to the west by the large-scale institutional lands of the Lee Road.

Statement of Character
There are six distinct sub-areas within the ACA. The ACA combines a strong built form with an equally
strong landscape character. The landscape character benefits from an “Area of High Landscape Value”
designation (see Volume 1/ Chapter Policy 10.5).
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Part 1: Architectural Conservation Areas

Sub-Area A: Village centre

A

Saint Vincent’s RC Church

This sub-area of architectural, historical and social significance is located on each side of Sunday’s Well
Road, above the escarpment overlooking the flood plain of the River Lee. It contains mixed range of
house types, from older 18th C houses which predate the expansion of the city to more regular blocks
of houses laid out to take advantage of the views south interspersed with shops, pubs, a church and
other religious buildings. The development of the area in the later 19th century is associated with staff
from the Queen’s College moving into the desirable newly-developing suburb.
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Sub-Area B: North-east panoramic terraces

B

This sub-area of architectural and historical significance is clustered around Sunday’s Well Avenue, the
street which links Blarney St. to Sunday’s Well Road, and which was the main access from the east
before the construction of Wyse’s Hill. The buildings, whether individual houses or blocks of terraces
are oriented towards the south, generally having gardens on the southern side of the plots independently
of whether access is from the north or south.

Sub-Area C: Buckston Hill

C

Saint Albert’s
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Part 1: Architectural Conservation Areas

This sub-area of architectural and historical interest is located above Sunday’s Well Road on what was
vacant land located between the rear of the building plots along Blarney St. and those along
Sunday’sWell Road. The buildings, whether individual houses or blocks of terraces are oriented towards
the south, generally having gardens on the southern side of the plots independently of whether access
is from the north or south.

Sub-Area D: Former institutional lands

D

Old City Gaol

Former Good Shepherd Convent

This sub-area of architectural, historical and
social interest is located above Sunday’s Well
Road and to the west of the housing in Subarea C. It contains two large institutions, the
former Gaol and the former Good Shepherd
convent, laundry and home, both institutions
laid out on very large sites at a time when the
sub-area was on the edge of the city. Neither
remains in its original use, and the Good
Shepherd site has been vacant for many years.
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Sub-Area E: South-facing gardens

E

This sub-area of architectural and historical interest is located to the west of Sub-area A, and is similar
in character but, as it developed later and is further from the older city centre, many houses have
gardens that continue to the edge of the N orth Channel. The area to the south of the houses is a
Landscape Preservation Zone (see Volume 2: Mapped Objectives) and the residual area is an Area of
High Landscape Value.
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Part 1: Architectural Conservation Areas

Sub-Area F: Western-edge

F

The buildings typically consist of terraced houses located at the north side of the road on sites with
long front gardens, overlooking the North Channel of the River Lee.
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Building typology
The area’s buildings range from the large
institutional buildings in stone and brick through
larger detached houses on their own sites, semidetached and terraced houses of considerable scale
to smaller houses and cottages on lanes and
backstreets. Houses are typically constructed of
painted plastered rubble-stone or brick walls, several
with slate-hanging on exposed southern facades.
Where they retain original finishes and features, they
have roofs of natural stone slate, robust cast-metal
rainwater gutters and downpipes and painted timber
doors and windows and many good examples of iron
railings and gates.
Surviving historic street furniture and paving, such
as limestone steps and kerbing, iron handrails and
guardrails make a significant contribution to the
character of this distinctive area.

Issues
The principal street in the ACA, Sunday’s Well Road,
is narrow without sufficient room for two cars to
pass along all of its length. Lack of sufficient onstreet parking can be an issue for family occupation
of houses, leading to pressure for the creation of offstreet parking with the resultant loss of front
gardens. Intensification of vacant and under-used
sites, for example in Sub-area D, is problematic
because of poor access and integration of the sites
with the already narrow surrounding road network.

67

Cork City Development Plan 2015-2021

